
As the settlers of the East began mov-
ing West and encountering more and 
more Indians, they were more formal-
ly introduced to the Indian’s horses. 

Many horses over the history of the 

territory had been traded, lost, or sto-

len.  Mixing of the wild Spanish breeds 

and European bloodlines was a com-

mon occurrence. 

Many traits were deemed hardy in the 

Indian horse and were eventually bred 

into more pure bloodlines to aid in the 

creation of the most versatile horse of 

them all….the American Quarter 

Horse. 

The Indians with horse skills taught others 

horsemanship and by the early 1700’s most 

Indian tribes had their own string of horses. 

Today working ranches and cowboys also 

have a string of horses from which they pick 

a mount for the days work.  What is this 

group of horses called? _________________ 

We also still have skilled horsemen and 

women that specialize in teaching and train-

ing horses.  What Hall of Fame member was 

inducted in 2012  and is well known for   

being a reining trainer?_________________ 

What is the name of his reining video? 

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

 

The Indians saw their first horse 
when the Spanish brought horses 
over from Spain during the early ex-
ploration periods in the 1500s. When 
the Indians forced the Spanish out of 
their territories, they took advantage 
of the horses that were left behind.   

 

 

 

  

The Indians grew powerful with the 
horses and over time war broke out 
between the Indians and the colo-
nists or settlers. 

After the Louisiana Purchase added 
over 828,000 square miles of land to 
the United States, expeditions were 
sent out to explore the newly added 
territory and to make contact with 
the Native Americans. 

On their expedition over the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific Ocean in 
1804, Lewis and Clarke discovered 
many Indian tribes on horseback.     
In 1805 the famous stallion 
___________________ was foaled.  
He had  how many direct sons and 
daughters? _________ 

General George Custer at the battle of 
Washita River on November 27, 1868 
made history when he defeated the 
Cheyenne in the western territories.  
During many of these territorial 
battles, the Indian and cavalry horses 
were lost or taken into possession by 
the victors. As the horse population 
grew, bloodlines began to mix the cav-
alry mounts with the Indian mustang. 
Thus, the roots of the American Quar-
ter Horse flourished.  

In 1868, ___________________ was 
foaled and was never outrun in a race 
until he runs when blind at age 19. 

What Hall of Fame 

member donated this 

Kiowa beaded head-

stall to the museum 

for display? 

__________________

__________________ 

 

What famous brand is under the Hall 

of Fame Medallion in the Grand Hall? 

______________ 

 



What was your favorite exhibit?  Use the space below to make a sketch 

of your favorite exhibit to help you remember it!  

Title: _______________________________________ 

 

Indians mostly rode their 

horses bareback or with a 

simple woven blanket.  

However, throughout      

history, various saddles 

have been developed.  

Horses can wear different 

types of saddles.  What are 

the names of two different 

saddles found in the        

museum? 

______________________ and 

_______________________ 

A special tool is used to 

clean out the horse’s feet. 

What is it called? __________ 

Do you think the Indians 

had to clean their horses 

feet too? ______ What do 

you think they used as the 

tool? _______________________ 

Indians had to feed and wa-

ter their horses just like we 

do today.  They depended 

on their horses for survival 

so they had to take excel-

lent care of them. 

What items can a horse eat?  

______________________________

______________________________

How many gallons of water 

does he drink each day?  

______________ 

Before branding was popular among the Indian tribes, they 

marked their horses with paint, feathers, or other items to let 

others know who they belonged to.  Draw your horse and 

how you would identify him if branding was not available. 

 

During disagreements, Indians would often attack and raid wagon 

trains.  The chuck wagon was often one of the wagons traveling 

across the country with the ranchers or colonists.   

 

List three things you found in the 

chuck wagon. 

1. ___________________________ 

2. ___________________________ 

3. ___________________________ 


