RUGGED LARK

Reining, dressage, driving, hunter, pleasure horse,

Breyer model, sire, bronze statue, Silver Spur winner,

AQHA Superhorse, philanthropist. That was Rugged Lark.

he 1981 bay stallion died in 2004,

leaving a legacy of goodwill and a string
of accomplishments that would make any
professional athlete blush.

The bay stallion was sired by Really Rugged (TB)
and was out of Alisa Lark. Carol Harris of Bo-
Bett Farms in Ocala, Florida, bought Rugged

Lark as a yearling.

During his show career, “Lark” won the 3-
year-old hunter under saddle at the 1984
All American Quarter Horse Congress; two
Sooner Trailer Superhorse titles at the AQHA
World Championship Show, one in 1985 and
the second in 1987; world championships
in pleasure driving and senior hunter under
saddle; and reserve world championships in
pleasure driving and senior western riding.

Rugged Lark also sired two Superhorses, The
Lark Ascending in 1991, and Look Whos Larkin

in 1999. Regal Lark was reserve Superhorse

in 1993.

It was after Lark’s retirement at age 6 that he
also became a superstar. Trainer Lynn Palm rode
Lark bridleless in 1987, during the Superhorse
awards ceremony. The duo received a standing
ovation.

INDUCTED INTO THE AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE

In 1989, the bay stallion became a model for an
extremely popular Breyer collectible horse. Lark
was asked to perform at the Volvo World Cup
Competition in Tampa, Florida, and at the1989
Festival of Champions for the United States
Equestrian Team. In 1995, Lark performed
at the Festival of Champions again and was
AQHA’s ambassador to the 1996 Olympics in
Atlanta.

Thestallion received AQHA’s Silver Spuraward

in recognition of his efforts as an ambassador
and entertainer. The stallion’s last performance
was in 1997 at the Florida Reining Horse
Classic.

Rugged Lark died in 2004, and was inducted
into the American Quarter Horse Hall of Fame
in 20006.
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