
 
 
 
 
 

 
Named for Past AQHA President William R. Verdugo, an international 
internship program has been developed for students wishing to further 
their knowledge and experience in the equine industry. 
 
AQHA and AQHYA members have the opportunity to 
internationally share their passion for the American Quarter Horse 
with some of the industry’s leading professionals. The American 
Quarter Horse Foundation, along with Joan Verdugo, would like to 
introduce the Bill Verdugo Matching Challenge International 
Internship Program for Young Adults. AQHA and AQHYA members 
18 and older have the opportunity to apply for studies abroad under 
the wings of an AQHA Professional Horsemen selected to participate. 
 
HOW THE INTERNSHIP WORKS 
Both student and Professional Horsemen must apply to the program. 
The internship committee will review all eligible applications and match an intern and host 
based on shared interests and objectives. The youth member will complete a six-week internship abroad 
with the AQHA Professional Horsemen. The American Quarter Horse Foundation will provide the intern’s 
air travel expenses to and from the destination country. The intern will make arrangements with the 
Professional Horsemen host regarding food, lodging and/or transportation. The Foundation will not 
provide monetary compensation to the intern for this experience. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
Applicant’s must meet the following qualifications and provide supplementary application materials listed 
below to meet requirements for consideration. 
 

 Must be 18 to 25 years of age 
 Must be a current member of AQHA or AQHYA 
 Must have completed an accredited high school or received high school equivalency 

 
Required Application Materials 

 Complete and return application to the American Quarter Horse Foundation 
 Provide a resume and letter stating why the applicant wishes to pursue an equine career 
 Provide two letters of reference, including a riding history and assessment, from AQHA members 
 Provide a minimum five-minute videotape (VHS) of the applicant grooming, saddling and riding at 

least two different horses 
 All items listed above must be received by August 1 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Return Application To: American Quarter Horse Foundation 
    William Verdugo Internship 
    2601 East I-40, Amarillo, TX  79104 
 
Questions:   Please contact (806) 378-5034 or lowens@aqha.org 
 



VERDUGO INTERNSHIP APPLICATION 
 
 
AQHA ID#:        Age:    
 
Applicant Name:        Sex: (  ) Male (  ) Female 
 
Address:         Marital Status: (  ) Never Married 
           (  ) Married 
           (  ) Divorced 
           (  ) Separated 
           (  ) Widow(er) 
 
Country of residence:      
 
Phone:     Fax:     E-mail:     
 
List all languages, which you speak and understand:          
 
Please list any health concerns, which the intern host should be made aware of:       
 
Do you have health/accident insurance, which is appropriate for destination country: (  ) Yes   (  ) No 
 
Will your personal finances support transportation needs and expenses during internship: (  ) Yes   (  ) No 
 
Have you previously studied or completed an internship abroad?    (  ) Yes, see below: (  
) No 
 
Country:      Purpose of Trip:        
 
Would you be available to stay longer than the six-week internship: (  ) Yes, length:    (  ) No 
 
List your past experience with horses, including farm and/or ranch work:        
 
               
 
               
 
Please indicate all fields or disciplines you wish to gain experience: 
 
 Breeding    Horse Appraisal    Ranch/farm worker 
 Conditioning/Grooming  Over Fence Classes   Reining/Working Cow Horse 
 Cutting    Racing     Trail/Western Riding 
 Halter    Rail Classes    Other    

(Western pleasure, hunt seat) 
 
What goals do you wish to obtain through your involvement within the American Quarter Horse industry:    
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
 

 
 
The undersigned, as a condition to participate in the International Internship Program for Young Adults, does represent and 
acknowledge that: 
 

He/she is an adult in both the country he/she desires to intern as well as in their resident country; 
 

As an adult, applicant does hereby assume all risk of injury of participation in the Program, including but not limited to, travel to 
and from applicant’s place of residence to the place of internship; risk of injury while participating in training activities; risk or 
travel by participating in internship activities; 
 

Applicant’s conduct at all times during participation in the Program shall be of the highest moral and ethical standards as to 
reflect credit to AQHA, the country of applicant’s residence and the AQHA Professional Horseman who has consented to the 
applicant’s equine education; 
 

AQHA, nor the American Quarter Horse Association of Professional Horsemen, assumes responsibility for safety of a participant 
in the International Internship Program, including, but not limited to, travel to and from the place of internship, nor the intern’s 
activities while participating in the Program, and thereby does not assume responsibility for possible personal injury or harm 
from third parties. 
 
 
               
Signature of Applicant         Date 


