AQHAVesaility Ranch Hrse

Arguntovesaility

Anerican Quarter Hirse Association nenfbers have a new type of conpetition
avai | abl e whi ch showcases the ranch horse. Born at the request of AQHA me m
bers and others who wshed for an AQHA-approved event which centered on
tretdets of aworking stock horse, the Versatility Ranch Horse conpetition
denonstrates the versatility of the ranch horse in five categories ranch ridng,
ranch trail, ranch cutting, worki ng ranch horse and ranch confornati on.

THE CLASSES

Ranch R ding This class shows the horse s adility to nove a a working speed wth arider. Hrses wil be shown
a threegats wak trat adlope ineachdrection of the arema  Hxses aso wll be asked to change directions

wileontheral, stop ad back Aharse wll be gven credt for traveing wth his head hedinanornal position, ears
aet andnoving a anatura speed for the gait requested. Hrses wil be asked to extend the | ope and the trat in at
least one direction. Gedit alsowll be gven for naking a sneoth transition between the gait's, far keeping the correct
lead and for nintainingthe gat util the judge asks far a change. Arider nust showhis horse with only one hand

onthereins, unless the harseis five years dd o younger and is being shom in a snaf fle bit o hackanare (bosd ).

Ranch Tral This class contains a course wth a mninumof six obst acles and i s designed to showa horse s
adlity and wllingness to performsevera t asks that might be asked of himduring the course of a nornal day s ranch
vork. Vilenever possible, redistic or natura obst acles are encouraged and the course is encouraged to be set out -
sidked anaema uwsing the naurd terrain o theland The horse wil be judged on three gaits wdk, tra ad | gpe
perforned between the six obst acles to be deternmined when the judge chooses the paten Ahorse will be revarded
wth higher credt for perforning these gaits on the correct lead and wth an dert attitude. Mindatory obst acl es
include opening and closing a gate, dragging alog either inastraigt line or around a patternn utriding briding
ad picking up all four feet. Sone optional obst acles include crossing a water hazard;, crossing a bridge;, and roping
ad aionary steer.

Ranch Qutting A specified nunbered cowis cut fromthe herd and the horse nust denonstrate its aility to vark

the cow. Wien satisfied that the horse has proven it s auting @ility, the horse and rider nust then pen the cowat the
far end of the arena. Grtest at s wll have tw and one-hal f nminutes to cut and pen a designated cowfroma herd of
a least 10 head. Hrses wil not be pendized for reining during the cutting portion and shou d display horse s neturd
covaality.

Wor ki ng Ranch Horse This class conines the ability of the working ranch horse to rein, hand e cattle and put
fsrider inthe positionto rope and stop a cow. The class is to be judged in three sections reining, cowwork and
roping wth scores fromeach section added together for the fina score of the class. Each cotest at wll parfom
indvidely. A naxinumof six mnutes is aloned to conplete the class. Wen the six-mnute tine linmt has expired,
the exibita wil bereqiredtoedt the arema
Reining paten: Qe of tw approved patterns wll be used for this class. Mrewers include a lesst one cir -
cleinboth drections, a change of leads in each direction, at least one 360-degree turn in each drection, a
rolback in each direction, stop and back.
Working the cow. Ater the exnbitor has conpleted his reining pattern, he wil cdl for the cowto be turned
into the arena. Lpon recei ving the cow, the cotest ant shall hdd the cowon the prescribed end of the arena
fao asdfficient anount of tine to denonstrate the ability of the horse to contain the con Ater a reasonabl e
anount of tine, the contest at ddl t ake the cowdown the fence, naking at |east one turn each way on the
fence
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Ropi ng: The exhibitor nust then rope the cowand bring it to astop. The harseis judged on his dality to tral,
rate and stop the cow There is to be no dragging and the exhibitor is alowed only tw throns. Ropes cannat
be tied to the sadd e horn. 1t's not necessary for the exnibitor to catch in order to receive a score. Hwever | if
thereis no catch afive pont penalty wil be subtracted fromthe roping score.

Ranch Confornmation The ranch confornation class wll be based on bal ance, structural correctness, breed and
sex characteristic, and degree of nuscling, wth bal ance being the nost inport ant. Horses are to be shown in a good
vorking helter (rope, braided, nyfon o painleather). Al sexes wll bejudged in one class. Hrses will vak tothe
julge oe & atinethentra stragt toacoe A thecoe the horse wll cotinue trating, tuntotheleft adtra
torard the left vl o fece of the e Ate trating horses wil belined ypheedtotal for indvidd inspection by
the judge. The judge shall inspect each horse fromboth sides, front and rear. The confornation class shoul d be hel d
as the last dassinthe Versatility Ranch Horse conpetition

D VI SI ONS

Open Ranch This divisionis for horses shown by the recorded ower or by i nmedi ate famly nenbers as out -
lindinthe AQHA Gficia Handbook of Riles and Regulations; o for horses showm by a full-tine enpl oyee (six
nonths or nore) and/or children of the ranch which owns the horse.

Youth Exhibitors 18 years of age or younger (age as of January 1) nay showin this dvision. The exhibitor nust
be the recorded owner of the horse shown or showa horse owned by his or her inmedi ate famly nenbers. The
exhi bitor nay show horses owned by a ranch where the exhibitor s famly is aful tine enployee (for six nonths o
nor e) .

GENERAL RULES

H Al horses nust be registered wth the Anerican Quarter Hirse Association (AQGHY)

H Each exhibitor nust have current individual nenbership in the Anerican Quarter Horse Associaion or Anerican
Quarter Hrse Yauh Associ ation (AHYA

H No horses less than three years of age nay be exhibited

H No hoof polish, braided or banded nanes or tail extensios

H Trinming the inside of ears is discouraged, athough trinming the bride pahis dloed as wel as the fetlocks o
any excessive (log) facid har

TACK AND EQUI PMENT
H A good working out fit is encouraged and should count over silver-inaid equipnent. Slver on brides and sadd es is
di scour aged.

H Rfer toguaddines listedin

Sections 442 and 443 of the AQHA EXAMPLE OF CREDI T DI STRI BUTI ON

Oficia Handbook of Riles and Final

%gUI ?If: ons r@d ntng the use of bits Contestant Ranch Ranch Ranch Working Total Versatility AQHA

and other equi pne Number Riding Cutting Trail Ranch Conformation Credits Placing Points

#233 6 4 5 6 5 26 Ist |

EglANTI"[S i1 be ded based #285 3 3 6 5 4 21 2nd |2
parts w anar oec #289 5 5 2 2 6 20 3rd 0

onthefird dacdngof dl dighbe hos- #186 2 6 | 4 2 (5 4th 0

& To_tle_ellgUefcrpartsmj[h_e #222 4 | 4 3 | 13 5th 1}

Versatility Ranch Horse conpetition,

one rider/one horse must enter dl five #193 ! 2 3 : 3 10 th 0

classes. Gedts wll be ‘xﬂ ied mr This example represents a class with six contestants. Refer to the AQHA Official Handbook of Rules & Regulations for more

?Iecase? Vaecg({)gser% tO?] ttrﬁe rjnSCnL)re? of information on the number of points earned in larger-entry classes.

horses conpeting in that particuar class. Hrses conpeting and placing in the top nine wll be awarded one credit
for each horse or contest ant placing belowthem plus one credit. Tad cedts wll not exceed nine credt sfa fird
pace Gedtsrecevedineschcdass wil betaaded Atatdaing the horse receiving the highest nunber of credits
wll be deced first inthe Versatility Ranch Hxrse conpetition. The horse receiving the second highest creditswll ke
pl aced second in the Versatility Ranch Horse conpetition and so on. AQHApart s wil be anarded in the Vadility
Ranch Horse class according to the existing point schedule. (Ghart 415Ad the AQHA Gficial Huindbook of Ril es
and Regul ations) Tiesinthe fird pdadng far the Versatility Ranch Horse conpetition wil be braken by the hi ghest
pl acing horse in the Wirking Ranch Horse cl ass.

AWARDS AND RECOGNI TI ON

HA AQHAYear-End Hgh-Point award will be awarded in both the Qoen and Youth divi si ons based AMERICAN
on the nunber of points earned fromJanuary 1 to Decenter 31 of each year

H A achievenent s wll be included on horses show record and exhibitor/owner award record QUARTER
H Avards at individual shows nay vary

| . e rore information. conat aoraa TTOORSE
H Qwers of horses enrolled in the Incentive Fund are eigible Wr\}v“’rwea{qhgcodgp (806) 376?811 ASSOCIATION



