
   

Chuck Wagons on the Trail - Math 

 

Cowboys used a chuck wagon to 

carry all of their cooking utensils.  

They had pots and pans, ladles and 

spoons.  They cooked things like 

beans with cornbread and 

sourdough biscuits. 

 

1. The cowboy cook, known as “Cookie” had to boil beans in a pot that held 6 gallons of water.  

The beans took up about 1 gallon of space.  However, he knew he had to leave another gallon of 

space inside the pot so when he stirred the beans they wouldn’t spill.  How many gallons of 

water should he put in the pot to cook the beans?   

 

 

2. If ‘Cookie’ had to mix 4 cups of flour, 3 cups of sugar, 8 cups of corn meal, and 6 cups of water 

into his pot, how many cups of ingredients would he mix all together?  

 

 

When the cowboys lined up at the back of the chuck wagon to fill their plates with 

food, ‘Cookie” had to make sure he had enough food to feed the hungry cowboys. 

 

3. If ‘Cookie’ made 84 pieces of corn bread to feed 32 cowboys, and each cowboy got two pieces of 

cornbread, how many pieces would ‘cookie’ have left?   

 


