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Join us October 24, 2020, for the
Bank of America Challenge Championships
The Downs at Albuquerque, Albuquerque, NM.
Visit aqha.com/racing for the latest news and information, enrolling
your horses in the racing challenge, nominating to a regional race,
schedules, qualifiers and more.

Bank of America® Racing Challenge
Since the Bank of America Racing Challenge began in 1993, the program has distributed more than
$85 million to breeders and owners of racing American Quarter Horses. We’re glad that you’ve
chosen to be a part of this outstanding program in celebrating its 27th season.
The program was founded with four goals:
• To develop a Regional, national and international program for racing American Quarter Horses with
an emphasis on older horses
• To support and foster American Quarter Horse racing on a Regional basis
• To host an American Quarter Horse Championship race day of international importance and impact
• To secure corporate partnerships to help fund the program
Thanks to your continued participation, the Bank of America Racing Challenge has met these goals
over the past 26 years. Thanks to the support of the program’s Corporate Partners, more than half
of all purses and awards are paid for by sources other than horsemen.
The Racing Challenge program accommodates horses of all ages and abilities. Regional Challenge
races are held for all ages and divisions and provide berths into the final Challenge Championship
event.
For more information, please contact the Racing Challenge Hotline at (877)-222-7223

2020 Challenge Championship Host Hotel
and Racing Conference Meeting Location

Embassy Suites
Albuquerque
1000 Woodward Place NE
505-245-7100
Single/Double rate: $129 Cut-off date: October 1, 2020
Group Code: AQH
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NOTE: All owners, trainers and horsemen participating in AQHA’s
Racing Challenge program should thoroughly read and understand
the rules and regulations of the program including those about hair
testing. By their nomination and/or entry into the Racing Challenge
Program, all participants agree to the rules and regulations of the
program and irrevocably waive any legal claim they might have
against AQHA, its officers, executive committee members, or its
employees arising from or related to the enforcement of such rules
and regulations and the resulting penalties.
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2020 BANK OF AMERICA® RACING CHALLENGE
Thanks to Our Corporate Partners
AQHA Corporate Partners that support the Bank of America Racing Challenge contribute more
than $400,000 annually

Bank of America contributes more than 40 percent of its AQHA sponsorship dollars to the Bank
of America Racing Challenge program. Bank of America has developed a variety of AQHA financing and deposit products, including checking and money market accounts. To find out more, call
(800) 834-9262. To take advantage of special rates and features available exclusively to AQHA
members, call (866) 219-5657.

American Regent Animal Health® is committed to advancing the cause of better animal health.
From multi million-dollar horses to long-time companion animals, the health and well-being of
horses is what they work toward every day. American Regent Animal Health offers Adequan, the
official equine joint therapy manufacturer of AQHA.

John Deere supports the Bank of America Juvenile Challenge and awards a John Deere Gator to
the Bank of America Challenge Champion Owner. AQHA members save up to 28% on select models.

ARC is your one-stop shop to help make your event a success from start to finish. ARC will make
your event unique with its wide variety of custom trophies, plaques, buckles, leather goods and
more

Nutrena sponsors the Bank of America Challenge Champion Breeder award, including a generous
contribution of Nutrena products. Nutrena is the official Equine and pet food supplier of AQHA.

Wrangler, the official western jeans and shirts of AQHA, sponsors the Bank of America Challenge
Champion Jockey award. Long live cowboys.
For more information on these partners, their products and your savings, please visit aqha.com.

4

2020 BANK OF AMERICA® RACING CHALLENGE
General Rules & Conditions for Enrollment

1) American Quarter Horses that have been registered with the American Quarter Horse Association
(AQHA) or that are eligible to be registered with AQHA are eligible to be enrolled into the Racing
Challenge. The enroller must be the recorded owner or lessee at time of enrollment. Enrollment
awards will be paid based on this information as shown on AQHA records at time of enrollment.
2) Any owner participating in the AQHA Racing Challenge program must be a current AQHA member
in good standing to enroll a horse(s) in the Challenge program and to compete in any Challenge
race(s).
3) The enrollment fee is based on the age of the horse at time of enrollment. Due on or before
December 31 of each year, the enrollment fees for this period are as follows:
USA, CANADA & MEXICO
Weanlings........................... $300
Yearlings............................. $600
2-year-olds......................... $2,500 if enrolled between January 1 - March 15
2-year-olds......................... $8,000 if enrolled between March 16 - December 31
3 and up............................. $20,000
Enrollment fees received by the Racing Challenge will be deposited in interest-bearing
accounts and invested according to the current approved investment policy of AQHA. AQHA
administration and promotional costs may be deducted from the enrollment fees, interest and
investment earnings from the enrollment fees with the remainder of the earnings allocated for
purses and awards.
4) At AQHA’s sole discretion, the fund of enrollment fees will be allocated to yearly purse supplement funds of races designated by AQHA based on the year foaled of the enrolled horse as
fol- lows:
17% will be allocated for 2 year-olds
36% will be allocated for 3 year-olds
47% will be allocated for 4 year-olds and older
Thus, eligible horses compete for purse supplement funds paid by other foal crops contributed
according to this schedule. For example, a 5-year-old horse also is racing for purse money contributed by horses one and two years younger.
5) Enrollment awards will be paid to the top five finishers in all Challenge races. Three and a half
(3.5) percent of the gross Challenge race purses (including nominating and sustaining payments)
will be reserved for these awards and distributed according to the schedule below. In addition,
three (3) percent of the gross challenge purse in the regional races will be dedicated to the
Champ- ionships’ purse fund. Awards will be paid to the enroller of the horse as recorded by
AQHA at the time of enrollment. All award monies will be recorded and combined for each enroller.
Subject to AQHA receiving final results of all Challenge races, checks will be issued on or before
December 31st. The payout structure for money reserved from each race is as follows:
First place: 52%
Second place: 23%
Third place: 11.5%
Fourth place: 7.5%
Fifth place: 6%
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6) All disputes arising out of the application or interpretation of any rules or conditions of the Bank
of America Racing Challenge or distribution of funds shall be decided by the Executive Committee
of the American Quarter Horse Association without necessity of prior notice of hearing. AQHA
reserves the right to alter the rules and conditions of the Bank of America Racing Challenge as it,
in its sole discretion, determines to ensure fairness and equality to all participants.
Further, AQHA at its sole discretion may cancel the Bank of America Racing Challenge or any
portion thereof at any time and refund nomination fees, if it deems horsemen’s participation is
insufficient or for any other reason AQHA deems sufficient.
7) An entrant is ineligible to participate in the Racing Challenge where such program is prohibite by
law because of legal residence, site of approved event or any other basis.
8) In its handling of Racing Challenge funds, AQHA is not, nor assumes responsibility to be, the
insurer of banks and other depositories where these funds are deposited or invested until distributed. AQHA has fulfilled its responsibilities to select financially sound depositories and investments when it selects those banks or other institutions which, according to its sole discretion, are
financially sound according to those procedures AQHA uses to select depositories and make
investments of its own funds.
9) As reciprocal assistance to AQHA for the privilege of participation in the Racing Challenge program, owner and/or nominator hereby expressly and irrevocably grant the Racing Challenge the
exclusive right to use, at AQHA’s sole discretion, in connection with the promotion of the Racing
Challenge, the names and likenesses of the owner and/or nominator, any participating horse and
of any co-owners, jockeys, trainers, colors, logo silks, and any other associated or identifying
characteristics, as well as any other matter relating to the participation of the horse in the Racing
Challenge program. Upon request by AQHA, owner and/or nominator shall cause any of the aforementioned persons to deliver such releases or authorizations to AQHA permitting such use.
10) This application, together with the rules and conditions of the Racing Challenge, and all matters
pertaining thereto, shall be construed under the laws of the State of Texas, and AQHA’s duties and
authority hereunder, and all responsibilities of owner and/or nominator are deemed performable
at Amarillo, Potter County, Texas.
11) Enrollment applications must be submitted with appropriate fees by December 31st of each year
to be eligible. Eligible enrollments are determined by the time of actual receipt in the AQHA’s
offices at PO Box 32892, Amarillo, TX, 79120 or 1600 Quarter Horse Drive, Amarillo, TX 79104,
with a seven (7) calendar day grace period through January 7 of each year, for slow or delayed
mail or express services, or meritorious excuse. If the seventh day of the grace period falls on a
Saturday, Sunday or federal holiday, then the grace period shall be extended to the next AQHA
business day. Enrollments plus fees received after the grace period that have official U.S. Postal
Service marks, or express delivery service billing receipts postmarked no later than January 7 of
each year, or the last day of the grace period, may be accepted at the sole discretion of the Racing
Council or its designated representative. The Racing Challenge official date-received stamp shall
be conclusive as to time of receipt. Privately owned postage meters DO NOT qualify as U S Postal date of mailing.
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Bank of America® Challenge
3-Year-Olds & Older
440 yards

Adequan Derby Challenge
3-Year-Olds
400 yards

John Deere Juvenile Challenge
2-Year-Olds
350 yards

ARC Distaff Challenge
Fillies & Mares
3-Year-Olds & Older
400 yards

Distance Challenge
3-Year-Olds & Older
870 yards
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2020 BANK OF AMERICA® RACING CHALLENGE
Race Rules, Regulations & Conditions
1) Rules and Regulations
The owner, lessee or authorized agent represents that he/she and all persons for whom he/she
is acting have read and are familiar with rules of racing and the regulations of the governing racing
jurisdiction, and the track rules and conditions of the host racing facility. By submitting a signed
nomination form for any Racing Challenge race or event, the nominator acknowledges he/she has
read and is aware of all rules, payments and due dates, and therefore is duly responsible for all
scheduled payments.
2) Eligible American Quarter Horses
All American Quarter Horses registered with the American Quarter Horse Association and enrolled
in the Bank of America Racing Challenge program are eligible to enter races in the Challenge program.
3) AQHA Membership
Any owner and trainer participating in the AQHA Racing Challenge program must be a current
AQHA member in good standing to enroll a horse(s) in the Challenge program and to compete in any
Challenge race(s).
4) Nomination, Sustaining and Late Payments
Nomination forms for each Regional Challenge race must be signed and delivered to the Racing
Department at AQHA by fax, U.S. Postal Service, express delivery, or via email with a scanned PDF
attachment. Nomination forms without a signature will not be accepted. Nomination payments shall
be made by check, credit card or in certified funds made payable to the Racing Challenge.
Sustaining and late payments shall be made by check, credit card or in certified funds made payable to the Racing Challenge. These payments may be made by phone, fax, U.S. Postal Service or by
express delivery.
All Challenge nomination, sustaining and $2,500 late payments must be received by AQHA on
or before either the 1st or the 15th of the month, depending on the dates for the trials and final. A
$5,000 late payment will be accepted at the race office on or before the day of entry for the time
trials (regardless if time trials are needed). Specific deadlines corresponding to the 1st or the 15th
of a month will be published on AQHA’s website. There will be NO GRACE PERIOD for any Challenge
race nomination, sustaining or late payment deadlines published by AQHA.
Eligible nomination, sustaining and late payments are determined by the time of actual receipt
in AQHA offices at PO Box 32892, Amarillo, TX, 79120 or 1600 Quarter Horse Drive, Amarillo, TX
79104. AQHA’s official date-received stamp shall be conclusive as to time of receipt. If the deadline
date falls on a Saturday, Sunday or federal holiday, that date shall be extended to the next AQHA
business day. Payments postmarked after the due date will not be accepted. Nominations received
after the due date that have U. S. Postal Service marks or express delivery service billing receipts
dated on or prior to the initial, advertised deadline may be accepted at the sole discretion of AQHA
Racing Council or its designated representative. Privately owned postage meters DO NOT qualify as
U S Postal date of mailing.
A race may be left open after the nomination deadline at the discretion of the AQHA Racing Department, and the decision to do so shall be posted on the AQHA website no later than 7 days following the deadline of the first nomination payment.
All nominating, sustaining and late payments received by AQHA and the Racing Challenge will be
considered purse money once each deadline date has passed.
Requests for refund of nominating or sustaining fees will be granted after the deadline date has
passed, if the owner contacts the Racing Challenge prior to the deadline to request the refund and
also submits said request in writing.
Any returned checks due to insufficient funds, closed accounts or stop payments may result in the
horse’s ineligibility for that race at any time up to the running of the race. If the check is not returned
by the bank until after the trials or final has run, the customer will be liable and billed for that amount
plus a $30 service fee.
Any declined credit card payments may also result in the horse’s ineligibility for that race at any
time up to the running of the race. Should a payment by MasterCard, Visa or American Express be
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declined for any reason, AQHA will make a reasonable attempt to notify the customer by phone;
however, it is the responsibility of the customer to ensure that the total amount of the funds is available for credit, debit or payment to AQHA at the time the payment is submitted. The funds must be
secured and received by AQHA’s bank within 48 hours after the deadline date.
5) Drug Testing
AQHA will send a list to the racing office of the host racetrack for the specific race(s) to notify
them of horses that are eligible/ineligible to enter races based on other possible AQHA sanctions
that would make a horse ineligible to enter a Racing Challenge race. Furthermore, AQHA acknowledges that a racing jurisdiction’s rules and regulations or hosting track’s house rules regarding the
drug testing of races (Condition of entry, or otherwise) prevail and may be implemented by the
presiding authority, in any race, including AQHA Challenge races. Fees may be imposed by the said
authority that are related to these measures.
Hair Testing of AQHA Regional Challenge Races
It is the goal of the American Quarter Horse Association (hereinafter referred to as AQHA) to provide
AQHA Regional Challenge races the highest level of integrity and to be free of any horse racing practices that are corrupt, incompetent, dishonest, or unprincipled. The fact that every horse must provide
a negative hair test prior to entry into an AQHA Regional Challenge final will provide assurance to every
owner and fan wagering on the races that the AQHA is making significant efforts to ensure horses are
not unfairly competing and competing with an advantage from prohibited substances.
The purpose of this testing is to disallow entry of horses testing positive for prohibited substances. These include but are not limited to clenbuterol (regardless of whether permitted by the jurisdiction where the race is conducted), blood doping agents, zilpaterol, ractopamine, animal venoms,
growth hormones, anabolic steroids and other drugs or substances that do not have a permitted
threshold level in the jurisdiction where the race is conducted. A horse with a positive hair test for
any prohibited substance including but not limited to the above described substances, shall be
ineligible to enter that AQHA Regional Challenge Final.
Should a horse be deemed ineligible for any AQHA Challenge Regional Final due to a positive
finding, that horse must provide a clean hair test, at the owner’s expense, to the AQHA Race Department before a nomination will be accepted for any other AQHA Challenge Race. Contact the AQHA
Racing Department for details.
Out of competition hair testing pursuant to the AQHA Challenge rules for the purposes of meeting the
condition of entry will be conducted by a laboratory selected by AQHA and collection of samples will be
conducted by a duly licensed, regulatory veterinarian or qualified contractor selected by AQHA. In jurisdictions where the racing regulator requires, or requests, management of the hair testing process and
testing outcome, said jurisdictions’ rules and regulations will supersede these AQHA Conditions.
The above measures reflect AQHA’s continuing and ongoing efforts to further the safety and
welfare of our horses, horsemen and industry and to assure fairness of competition.
Hair Testing as A Condition of Entry
NO HORSE WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER AN AQHA REGIONAL CHALLENGE FINAL UNLESS THE RESULTS OF A
HAIR TEST HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY AQHA PRIOR TO ENTRY AND MEETS THE SPECIFICATIONS ABOVE.
1. Except for certain jurisdictions managing their own hair testing, a testing administration fee of
$150 shall be paid for each horse nominating to an AQHA Challenge Regional. Additionally, a hair
testing fee of $150 shall be paid for all horses entering or wanting to be considered as eligible to
an AQHA Regional Challenge final race in advance of their hair sample being collected. Both fees
are non-refundable and in addition to any other fees related to participation in an AQHA Challenge race.
2. Condition of entry hair samples must be collected for testing on a day immediately following the
trials but no later than the Monday following the trials. Details of collection are to be provided
both to the Racing Office or to the AQHA Racing Department. It is imperative for these steps to
be followed to ensure that the test results will be back in a timely fashion. In the event there are
no trials, AQHA will pull hair samples at a time and location designated by AQHA, that correlates
with a date when the trials were scheduled.
3. In all Regional Finals events AQHA or its designee will hair test the eligible entrants from among those
who express an intention to enter any regional final. AQHA will test up to thirteen (13) horses. The
ten (10) fastest times (eight (8) for the Distance division), as well as those horses with the three (3)
next fastest times horses in order for horses which are not among the fastest qualifiers for a final
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event to be eligible for entry into the finals should a horse with a faster time be deemed ineligible due
to a positive finding, or if an eligible horse is not entered into the final. All horses (i.e. the fastest
qualifiers and other potential eligible entrants in order of fastest qualifying times) must report to the
area designated by AQHA at the host racetrack at the designated time and location to have a hair
sample collected. Details of each hair collection requirement will be available on the day of entry in
that host track’s racing office or by calling the AQHA Challenge hotline (877) 222-7223. The failure
of any horse to appear for testing at the appointed time and date will result in that horse not being
allowed to enter in the final.
4. By submitting a signed nomination form in an AQHA Regional Challenge race, the owner or his/
her authorized agent agrees to abide by the results of the initial (commonly referred to as the
“sample A test”) hair testing and voluntarily and irrevocably waive the following rights:
(a) any and all rights to have a secondary or split sample tested.
(b) any and all rights to a hearing (whether formal, informal, by written submission or in- person) to contest the results of the initial test or the resulting denial of entry in an AQHA
Regional Challenge Final.
(c) any and all rights to contest, under any circumstances or grounds, the results of the initial
test or the resulting denial of entry in an AQHA Regional Challenge Final.
(d) any and all rights to challenge the results of the initial test or resulting denial of entry in an
AQHA Regional Challenge Final, directly or indirectly, before any court or other tribunal; and
(e) by their entry into a Racing Challenge race, all participants irrevocably waive any legal claim
they might have against AQHA, its officers, executive committee members, or its employees
arising from or related to the hair testing which is the subject of this paragraph.
Test results will be reported to the AQHA Racing Department Office as well as the host track
officials and notification of positives will be sent from AQHA to the owner and trainer of the horse.
AQHA will send a list to the racing office of the host racetrack for the specific race(s) to notify them
of horses that are eligible/ineligible to enter races based on the results of hair tests or other possible
AQHA sanctions that would make a horse ineligible to enter a racing Challenge race.
6) Stalls
AQHA will work with the host track to secure the availability of stalls. In all cases, a jurisdiction’s
commission rules and/or a host track’s house rules shall prevail with respect to stalls.
7) Entry
Entries for all Racing Challenge races shall be made through the entry box in the usual manner at
the host racing facility by the closing time for entries in that Racing Challenge race. All horses are
required to enter on scheduled trial entry date even if there are not sufficient eligible entries to run
trials. Any Racing Challenge race with fewer than five (5) entries shall be cancelled and nomination,
sustaining and late fees paid into the cancelled race will be refunded.
8) Time Trials
The following priorities will be used by the host track to determine if time trials will be held for the
Championship, Distaff and Distance Regional races. Such priorities are in addition to those set forth
above in Section 5 regarding Drug Testing. Should the entries fail to exceed the track’s maximum
field policy by two horses, the host track may:
1. Run the trials with trial purses as submitted to and approved by AQHA.
2. 4-year-olds and older will be preferred over 3-year-olds.
3. The host facility will have the discretion to assign preference by using a panel of six people
predetermined by the Racing Council to assign preference by signed fax or email (a minimum of
three votes must be received).
Except in cases where the starting gate physically restricts the number of horses starting, each
time trial shall consist of no more than ten (10) horses. The time trials shall be raced under the same
conditions as the final. If the time trials are conducted on the same day, the horses with the ten (10)
fastest times shall qualify to participate in the final. If the time trials are conducted on two (2) days,
the horses with the five (5) fastest times on the first day and the horses with the five (5) fastest
times on the second day shall qualify to participate in the final.
If the host facility’s starting gate has fewer than ten (10) stalls, then the maximum number of
qualifiers will correspond to the maximum number on the starting gate.
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If only eleven (11) or twelve (12) horses enter to run in the time trials, a host facility, with a twelve
(12) horse starting gate, can elect to run final only. If eleven (11) or twelve (12) horses participate in
the final, only the first ten (10) finishers will receive purse money.
For 870 yard races, the eight (8) fastest times shall qualify to participate in the final, and only
eight (8) monies will be paid. If only nine (9) starters enter to run in the time trials of an 870 yard
race, a host facility can elect to run final only. If nine (9) horses participate in the final, only the first
eight (8) will receive purse money.
In the time trials, horses shall qualify on the basis of time. The times of the horses in the time
trials will be determined only to the limit of the timer. The only exception is when two or more horses have the same time in the same trial heat. Then the order of finish shall also determine the preference in qualifying for the final. Should two or more contestants in different time trials have the
same qualifying time to the limit of the electronic timer for the final qualifying position or positions,
then a draw by random lot shall be conducted as directed by the board of stewards of the host racing facility. Except in the possible case of a disqualification, under no circumstances shall a horse
qualify ahead of a horse that finished ahead of that horse in the official order of finish of a time trial.
Should a horse be disqualified for interference during the running of a time trial, it shall receive
the time of the horse it is immediately placed behind plus one hundredth (1/100th or 0.01) of a second, or the maximum accuracy of the electronic timing device. No adjustments will be made in the
times recorded in the time trials to account for headwind, tailwind, off-track, etc. If a horse is disqualified for interference with another horse causing loss of rider or the horse not to finish the race,
the disqualified horse shall be given no time; and that horse should not be eligible to run in the finals.
Should a malfunction occur with the electronic timer on any time trial, finalists from that time trial
will then be determined by official hand times operated by three (3) official and impartial persons.
The average of the three (3) hand times will be utilized for the winning time, unless one of the hand
times is clearly incorrect. In such cases, the average of the two accurate hand times will be utilized
for the winning time; other horses shall be given times according to the order and margins of finish
with the aid of the photo finish, if available.
When there is a malfunction of the timer during some time trials, but the timer operates correctly
in other time trials, the accurate electronic times shall not be discarded, nor shall the average of the
hand times be used for all time trials. If the accuracy of the electronic timer and/or the average of
the hand times are questioned, the video of a time trial may be used by the stewards to estimate the
winning time by counting the number of video frames in the race from the moment the starting gate
stall doors are fully open parallel to the racing track. When the timer malfunctions and there are no
hand times, the stewards may select qualifiers based on the video.
9) Disqualification / Loss of Purse in Previous Race
A horse is ineligible to enter in any 2020 Racing Challenge race if: (1) the horse was (or remains)
the subject of any action that resulted (or may result) in loss of purse or disqualification in a previous 2020 race, including but not limited to a positive drug test, appeal of steward ruling, etc.
10) Purse Structure
For the purpose of purse distributions for Racing Challenge races, “horses” shall mean official
starters in a race. Any Racing Challenge race with fewer than five (5) entries may be cancelled and
any Challenge enrollment/purse money contributed by the Racing Challenge shall return to the
Racing Challenge enrollment/purse fund for future allocation to purses. Nomination, sustaining and
late fees paid into the cancelled race will be refunded to the payer. No other refunds will be made.
The purse money will be distributed as follows:
Finish Order 10 Horses
9 Horses
8 Horses
7 Horses
6 Horses
5 Horses
1st
46%
47%
48%
49%
50%
52%
2nd
20%
20%
20.5%
21%
21.5%
23%
3rd
10%
10%
10%
10.5%
11%
11.5%
4th
7%
7%
7%
7%
7.5%
7.5%
5th
6%
6%
6%
6%
6%
6%
6th
4%
4%
4%
4%
4%
7th
2.5%
2.5%
2.5%
2.5%		
8th
2%
2%
2%			
9th
1.5%
1.5%				
10th
1%					
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11) Also Eligible
There will be an also-eligible list for a Racing Challenge Regional final only in the case of a disqualification for a positive drug test report, ineligibility of the horse according to the conditions of
the race, a disqualification by the stewards for a rule violation or at the discretion of the host association, when preference is assigned to eliminate two or fewer horses, as outlined in Section 8 of
these rules.
12) Scratches
If a horse should be scratched from the time trials, the horse’s owner will not be eligible for a
refund of the fees paid, and that horse will not be allowed to enter the final under any circumstances. If a horse that qualified for the final should be unable to enter due to racing unsoundness, or
scratched for any reason other than a positive drug test report or a rule violation, the horse shall be
deemed to have earned and the owner will receive last place purse money. If more than one horse
should be scratched from the final for any reason other than a positive drug test report or a rule
violation, then those purse monies shall be added together and divided equally among those owners.
If any horse is scratched from a final being run without qualifying trials, there will be no refund of
nominating, sustaining or late fees; and the horse will not be eligible for the purse monies in that
race.
13) Disqualifications and Non-Starters
Should a horse be disqualified from the final for a rule violation and subsequently declared ineligible to participate in the purse, the purse shall be redistributed according to the new order of finish,
with last place monies distributed according to the purse structure listed in Section 10 of these
general rules, regulations and conditions. Should a horse be declared a non-starter in the time trials
due to a malfunction of the starting gate, and/or the decision of the board of stewards of the host
racing facility, the owner shall receive a refund of nomination, sustaining and/or late payment fees
only. Should a horse be declared a nonstarter in the final due to a malfunction of the starting gate,
and/or the decision of the board of stewards of the host racing facility, the owner shall receive last
place purse money. In the case of a declaration of a horse as a nonstarter in the time trials, AQHA
can only be held responsible for a refund of nomination, sustaining and/or late payment fees made
by each individual owner prior to the conduct of the time trials. In the case of a declaration of a horse
as a nonstarter in the finals, AQHA can only be held responsible for the last place purse monies in
the final.
14) Racing Regulation and Responsibility
The Racing Challenge Championship races and races designated by AQHA in the Regional stakes
program or any other Racing Challenge purse or awards programs will be run in compliance with the
racing rules and regulations of applicable racing commission having jurisdiction of the track where
such races are held, and the house rules of the host track, except as otherwise set forth in the
conditions of the Racing Challenge Regional, Bonus and Championship races. AQHA accepts no
responsibility for the actions of any officials or employees of any such track or racing commission,
or for any matter under the control of such track, racing commission, its officials or employees,
including but not limited to, condition of track or physical facility. Purse and award payments shall
be made to the owners or lessees as recognized by AQHA.
15) Rights to Postpone, Cancel or Move
AQHA reserves the right to postpone, cancel or move a Racing Challenge race to any location or
transfer to any date deemed necessary. Should a Racing Challenge race be postponed, cancelled or
moved, AQHA can only be held responsible for the refund of nomination, sustaining and/or late
payment fees made by each individual owner prior to the conduct of time trials. Should the finals for
a Racing Challenge race be postponed, cancelled or moved after the time trials have been conducted, AQHA can only be held responsible for the purse amount payable in the final. That amount will
be distributed equally to the owners of horses that qualified for the final in the time trial.
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2020 BANK OF AMERICA® RACING
CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Bank of America Challenge Championship (G1)

$250,000 Estimated
3-Year-Olds & Older; 440 yards
For horses qualified through a regional Racing Challenge Championship final as determined by Racing Challenge Championship
preferences

Adequan Derby Challenge Championship (G3)

$150,000 Estimated
3-Year-Olds; 400 yards
For horses qualified through a regional Racing Challenge Derby
final as determined by Racing Challenge Championship preferences

John Deere Juvenile Challenge Championship (G2)

$125,000 Estimated
2-Year-Olds; 350 yards
For horses qualified through a regional Racing Challenge Juvenile final as determined by Racing Challenge Championship preferences

ARC Distaff Challenge Championship (G1)

$100,000 Estimated
Fillies & Mares, 3-Year-Olds & Older; 400 yards
For horses qualified through a regional Racing Challenge Distaff
final as determined by Racing Challenge Championship preferences

Cox Ranch Distance Challenge Championship (G1)

$100,000 Estimated
3-Year-Olds & Older; 870 yards
For horses qualified through a regional Racing Challenge Distance final as determined by Racing Challenge Championship
preferences

All horses must go through entry box for championship races.
14

2019 BANK OF AMERICA® RACING CHALLENGE
UNDERCARD RACES
“Downs Casino” Quarter Horse Stakes

3-Year-Olds & Older
440 Yards
$40,000
(AQHA Challenge nominated horses preferred)

Lobo Quarter Horse Derby

3-Year-Olds
400 Yards
$40,000
(AQHA Challenge nominated horses preferred)

Albuquerque Juvenile

2-year-olds
350 Yards
$35,000
(AQHA Challenge nominated horses preferred)

Pitre GMC Distaff
Fillies and Mares

3-Year-Olds & Older
400 Yards
$40,000
(AQHA Challenge nominated horses preferred)

Sandia stakes

870 Yards
$35,000
(AQHA Challenge nominated horses preferred)
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2020 BANK OF AMERICA® RACING CHALLENGE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Rules, Regulations & Conditions
1) Rules and Regulations
The owner, lessee or authorized agent represents that he/she and all persons for whom he/she is
acting have read and are familiar with rules of racing and the regulations of the governing racing jurisdiction, and the track rules and conditions of the host racing facility. By submitting a signed nomination
form for any Racing Challenge race or event, the nominator acknowledges he/she has read and is aware
of all rules, payments and due dates, and therefore is duly responsible for all scheduled payments.
2) Eligible American Quarter Horses
All American Quarter Horses registered with the American Quarter Horse Association and en- rolled
in the Bank of America Racing Challenge program are eligible to enter races in the Challenge program.
3) Drug Testing: In October 2015, AQHA announced it would be implementing hair testing for clenbuterol as a condition for entry into the AQHA’s Racing Challenge program, beginning with all Championship races. We have modified our testing protocol to be more comprehensive. The purpose of
testing is to disqualify horses testing positive for prohibited substances including but not limited to
clenbuterol (regardless of whether permitted by the jurisdiction where the race is conducted), blood
doping agents, zilpaterol, ractopimine, animal venoms, growth hormones, anabolic steroids and other
drugs or substances that do not have a permitted threshold level in the jurisdiction where the race is
conducted. Condition of entry testing will be conducted by a laboratory selected by AQHA as the race
sponsor. Collection of samples will be conducted by a veterinary service or track designee as selected
by AQHA as the race sponsor. Such measures reflect AQHA’s continuing and ongoing efforts to further
the safety and welfare of our horses, horsemen and industry, and to assure fairness of competition.
All horses entering the AQHA Challenge Championship races must submit a hair test; horses that
receive a positive finding as described in Section 3 in these Bank of America Challenge Championship rules, regulations & conditions as a result of this hair test will not be allowed to enter as set
forth herein. Hair testing will be conducted on the grounds at The Downs at Albuquerque and managed by the New Mexico Racing Commission. The subsequent test results will be a condition of
entry into any and all of the Challenge Championship races. All probable entrants must be on the
grounds no later than Saturday October 11, 2020. Only in the instance of participation in a Stakes
Race at another recognized track on Friday, Saturday or Sunday, October 9-11, will consideration be
given to extend this deadline. The owner or trainer must contact AQHA before October 7th, and if
granted, AQHA’s approval will be documented by electronic correspondence. In the event alternative
testing is approved by Janet VanBebber, Chief Racing Officer, all related expenses will be the
responsibility of the owner, and a deadline to be at the Downs at Albuquerque will be defined. Call
(806)378-5085 for more details.
If a horse wants to be considered, based on preference outlined in these conditions, for entry into
any of the Challenge Championships, they must be on the grounds as described above to submit a
hair test. Once on The Downs at Albuquerque Downs’ grounds and a hair sample has been pulled,
all horses are required to stay on the premises until the running of the Challenge Championship
races on October 24, 2020. Unless otherwise pre-arranged with an officiating Racing Challenge
veterinarian or state racing commission veterinarian, all owners or their trainers must make their
horses available for pre-race inspections on the racetrack grounds during the time period beginning
five (5) days prior to the Challenge Championship event and ending at the conclusion of the Challenge Championship event. Pre-race inspections, and/or out of competition testing may be conducted at any time during this period.
Horses interested only in competing in one of the five undercard races, must be on the grounds
of the Downs at Albuquerque on or before October 17, 2020 to submit an Out of Competition hair
sample. All results will be obtained before the races are contested, and any entrant with a positive
finding will be scratched.
By submitting a signed nomination form in a Challenge Championship race referenced above, the
owner or his/her authorized agent agree to abide by the results of the initial (commonly referred to
as the “sample A test”) hair testing and voluntarily and irrevocably waive the following rights:
(a) any and all rights to have a secondary or split sample tested;
(b) any and all rights to a hearing (whether formal, informal, by written submission or in-person)
to contest the results of the initial test or the resulting Penalty set forth below (“Penalties);
(c) any and all rights to contest, under any circumstances or grounds, the results of the initial
test or the resulting Penalty;
(d) any and all rights to challenge the results of the initial test or resulting Penalty, directly or
indirectly, before any court or other tribunal; and
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(e) by their entry into a Racing Challenge race, all participants irrevocably waive any legal claim
they might have against AQHA, its officers, executive committee members, or its employees
arising from or related to the hair testing which is the subject of this paragraph 2.
Penalty: A horse with a positive hair test for clenbuterol or other positive findings as outlined in
section 3 in these Bank of America Racing Challenge Championships rules, regulations & conditions
pursuant to this section shall be ineligible to enter any Challenge Championship race, Undercard
race or any other race that may be conducted during the Challenge Championship event.
Test results will be reported to the AQHA Racing Office and notification of positives will be sent
from AQHA to the owner and trainer of the horse.
AQHA will send a list to the racing office of the host racetrack for the specific race(s) to notify
them of horses that are eligible/ineligible to enter races based on the results of hair tests or other
possible AQHA sanctions that would make a horse ineligible to enter a racing Challenge race.

5
D

4) Nominations
Signed nomination forms for the Challenge Championships must be received in the AQHA Racing
office before the entry will be accepted. Nomination forms are due by September 25, 2020 for all Challenge Championship races. In the event that Regional Challenge races are scheduled to be held after this
date, horses that compete in these races must be nominated on the next business day following the final.
By paying any applicable nomination fees and by submitting a race nomination form signed by the
owner or authorized agent for a horse to any Challenge Championship race or event, all parties
agree to abide by the results of the initial hair testing and waive any rights to have a secondary or
split sample tested and the right to any hearings.All parties also agree to abide by the sanctions and
penalties established which include the horse with a positive hair test for clenbuterol be ineligible
to enter the Challenge Championship.
5) Challenge Championship Preferences: Championship, Derby, Distaff, Distance and Juvenile Divisions
a) For purposes of these preference rules, a horse is ineligible to enter or race in a Challenge Championship if, at the time of entry or at any time prior to post time of the Challenge Championship, the
horse remains subject to any action that may result in loss of purse or disqualification in the
Regional Challenge final by the racing jurisdiction in which the Regional Challenge final was conducted, including, but not limited to a positive drug test, appeal of stewards’ ruling, etc.
b) Unless ineligible pursuant to Section 4(a), the winning horse in each Regional Challenge Final (“Winner”) will receive an automatic berth in the Challenge Championship Final for that division at the
Challenge Championship event. A Winner must have a signed nomination form on file for its respective Championship final and enter for the race at the time of entries at the host track location.
c) If a Winner is ineligible pursuant to Section 4(a) or declines the opportunity to run, the starting
position shall be offered to the second-place finishing horse in that Regional Challenge final.
d) If the second-place finishing horse is ineligible pursuant to Section 4(a) or declines the
opportunity to run, the remaining position shall be offered to the third-place finishing horse
in that Regional Challenge final.
e) If the third-place finishing horse is ineligible pursuant to Section 4(a) or declines the opportunity
to run, the second-place horse in other Regional Challenge Finals will receive preference determined by the most Challenge money earned in the current calendar year through midnight of the
day of the last scheduled Regional Challenge Final.
f) If second-place horses in other regions are ineligible pursuant to Section 4(a) or decline the
opportunity to run, the third-place horses in other Regional Challenge Finals will receive preference determined by the most Challenge money earned in the current calendar year through midnight of the day of the last scheduled Regional Challenge Final.
g) If third place horses in other regions are ineligible pursuant to Section 4(a) or decline the
opportunity to run, the remaining starting position will be offered to all eligible horses which
started in a Regional race for that division. Preference will be given to horses with the most
Challenge money earned in the current calendar year through midnight of the day of the last
scheduled Regional Challenge Final.
h) If a horse finishes first in two Regional Challenge Finals in the same division (i.e., two Derby races):
i) the horse, subject to Section 4(a), will represent the region in which he/she first qualified; and
ii) the second-place horse, subject to Section 4(a), which remains eligible from the other Regional Challenge Final shall represent that region in the Challenge Championship.
j) In the event of a dead heat, the horse with the most Challenge money earned between January 1,
2019 and the last scheduled Regional Final shall be considered the qualifier.
If such qualifier is ineligible pursuant to Section 4(a) or declines the opportunity to run, the
remaining starting position shall be offered to the other horse involved in the dead heat in that
Regional Challenge Final.
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If the qualifier pursuant to this subsection accepts the opportunity to run, the other horse
involved in the dead heat shall receive preference over all other horses in all regions. There-after,
the order of preference shall follow the preference sequence beginning at subsection 4(c) above.
k) Entries for the Challenge Championship races will be limited to Challenge enrolled horses that
have competed in a Regional Challenge race.
6) Undercard Races
a) All horses enrolled in the Racing Challenge are eligible to nominate and enter for Undercard races
except horses that have qualified to a Challenge Championship and have received a berth in the
final. Such horses will be considered a Challenge Championship qualifier and will be ineligible to
enter an undercard race, regardless of division. Horses which have not started in a Regional Challenge trial or final that wish to participate in an Undercard race may do so by submitting a nomination form.
b) A signed nomination form must be submitted to the Racing Department at AQHA prior to September 25, 2020 to be eligible to enter an Undercard race.
c) A horse may be late enrolled into the Racing Challenge Program prior to September 25, 2020 to
receive preference for a Bank of America Challenge Undercard race.
d) A horse that has been entered in an Undercard race that is otherwise eligible to participate in a
Challenge Championship Race shall not be required to participate in a Challenge Championship
race should such opportunity arise at the time of entries. Instead, such decision shall be up to the
owner or trainer.
e) Preference for the Bank of America Undercard races will be determined as follows:
First Preference
Racing Challenge-enrolled horses that finished second, third or fourth in a Regional Challenge
Final run under the same conditions by order of finish and then by Challenge money earned during
the current calendar year through midnight on the day of the last scheduled Regional Challenge
Final. However, as stated above, if a horse has been qualified to a Racing Challenge Championship
Final and receives a berth in that final, the horse is considered a Racing Challenge Championship
qualifier for the undercard entry purposes and is therefore ineligible for an undercard race.
Second Preference
Racing Challenge-enrolled horses that ran in a Regional Challenge Final by order of finish in a
final then by Challenge money earned during the current calendar year through midnight on the
day of the last scheduled Regional Challenge Final.
Third Preference
Challenge enrolled horses that ran in a Challenge trial by Challenge money earned then any
Challenge enrolled horses that did not run in a regional trial or final by money earned through the
last scheduled Regional Challenge Final.
Fourth Preference
Any non-Challenge Enrolled horse by money earned during the current calendar year through
midnight on the day of the last regularly scheduled Regional Challenge Final with a $250 time of
entry fee. This fee is solely for entry into the said race, and does not constitute eligibility to future
Challenge races. All horses must have a nominated to the race according to the conditions set
forth herein, and have fulfilled the required condition of entry hair testing.
7) Entry
Entries for all Challenge Championship races shall be made through the entry box in the usual
manner at the Challenge Championship host racing facility by the closing time for entries.
Time of entry fee shall be as follows:
Bank of America Challenge Championship .......................................................... $2,500
Adequan Derby Challenge Championship ............................................................ $1,000
John Deere Juvenile Challenge Championship ................................................... $1,000
Distaff Challenge Championship ........................................................................... $1,000
Cox Ranch Distance Challenge Championship .................................................... $1,000
Horses not receiving a starting position in the gate shall receive a refund of entry fee.
All horses must go through entry for scheduled Challenge Championship, regardless of qualifying
position, to be eligible to draw into the final if there are any withdrawals/scratches in the race in
which the entrant may receive preference.
All horses entering Challenge Championship, or any other races held in conjunction with the
Challenge Championship event must submit a hair test. Details about the Challenge Championships
and Undercard Race hair testing protocol will be available on or before August 1, 2019. Horses that
receive a positive finding as described in Section 3 in these Bank of America Challenge Champion-
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ship rules, regulations & conditions as a result of this hair test will not be allowed to enter as set
forth herein. Horses that are deceased will not be allowed to enter.
8) Pre-Race Inspections
Once on the grounds all horses are required to stay on the premises until the running of the Challenge Championship races on October 24, 2020 and may be subject to Out of Competition testing.
Unless otherwise pre-arranged with an officiating Racing Challenge veterinarian or state racing
commission veterinarian, all owners and their trainers must make their horses available for pre-race
inspections on the racetrack grounds during the time period beginning five (5) days prior to the
Challenge Championship event and ending at the conclusion of the Challenge Championship event.
Pre-race inspections may be conducted at any time during this period.
9) Stalls
AQHA will work with the host track to secure the availability of stalls. In all cases, a jurisdiction’s
commission rules and/or a host track’s house rules shall prevail with respect to stalls.
10) Purse Structure
All Challenge Championship races will pay ten (10) monies unless there are (11) horses in the field,
except the Distance Championship races contested at 870 yards which pay eight (8) monies. The Bank
of America Challenge Championship race and other races with a (11) horse field pays twelve (11) monies.
The twelfth place finisher in the Bank of America Challenge Championship race and any other Challenge
Championship final race with twelve starters will receive the same payment as the tenth place finisher.
Payout may be adjusted up on determination of scratches, disqualifications, and/or nonstarters.
Finish
Order
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th

The purse money will be distributed as follows:
11
10
9
8
7
6
5
Horses Horses Horses Horses Horses Horses
Horses
46%
46%
47%
48%
49%
50%
52%
20%
20%
20%
20.5% 21%
21.5%
23%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10.5%
11%
11.5%
7%
7%
7%
7%
7%
7.5%
7.5%
6%
6%
6%
6%
6%
6%
6%
4%
4%
4%
4%
4%
4%
2.5%
2.5%
2.5%
2.5%
2.5%		
2%
2%
2%
2%			
1.5%
1.5%
1.5%				
1%
1%					
1%						

11) Scratches
a) Horses that scratch from a Challenge Championship final race are not eligible for last place purse
money, and purse monies will be distributed based on actual number of starters in that race.
12) Disqualifications and Nonstarters
Should a horse be disqualified from the final for a rule violation and subsequently declared ineligible to participate in the purse, the purse shall be redistributed according to the new order of finish
with last place monies distributed according to the purse structure listed in Section 10 of these
Racing Challenge Championship rules, regulations and conditions. Should a horse be declared a
nonstarter in the Racing Challenge Championship final due to a malfunction of the starting gate
and/or the decision of the board of stewards of the host racing facility, the owner shall receive lastplace purse money. In the case of a declaration of a horse as a nonstarter in a Racing Challenge
Championship final, AQHA can only be held responsible for the last place purse monies in that final.
13) Racing Regulation and Responsibility
The Racing Challenge Championship race and races designated by AQHA in the Regional stakes
program or any other Racing Challenge purse or awards programs, will be run in compliance with the
racing rules and regulations of applicable racing commission having jurisdiction of the track where
such races are held, except as otherwise set forth in the conditions of the Racing Challenge Regional,
Bonus and Championship races. AQHA accepts no responsibility for the actions of any officials or
employees of any such track or racing commission, or for any matter under the control of such track,
racing commission, its officials or employees, including but not limited to, condition of track or physical
facility. Purse and award payments shall be made to the owners or lessees as recognized by AQHA.
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BANK OF AMERICA® RACING CHALLENGE AWARDS
Enrollment awards will be paid to the top five finishers in Regional, Bonus and Championship
races. Awards are based on three and a half (3.5) percent of the gross purse for all finals and (3)
percent of the gross purse for Challenge Championship races and will be paid to the enroller of the
horse as recorded by AQHA at the time of enrollment. All award monies will be recorded and combined for each enroller. Subject to AQHA receiving final results of all Challenge races, checks will be
issued on or before December 31 of each year.
The Racing Challenge Champion owner, trainer, breeder and jockey awards will be based on most
points earned in Regional Challenge finals and Bonus Challenge finals that are run between January
1, 2019 and the last scheduled Regional Final. Challenge awards points will not be earned in the
Challenge Championships or Regional Challenge trial races. The Champion in each category will be
presented with the award during the Challenge Championship events. Points for Challenge Regional races are awarded as follows:
1st place.................... 15 points
2nd place.................. 10 points
3rd place................... 8 points
4th place................... 7 points
5th place................... 6 points

6th place............................... 5 points
7th place................................ 4 points
8th place............................... 3 points
9th place............................... 2 points
10th place.............................. 1 point

A “tie-breaker” will be used when determining the Challenge owner, breeder, trainer and jockey of
the year. These awards are based on most points earned in Challenge Regional races and Bonus
Challenge races between January 1, 2019 and the last scheduled Regional Final. Should two or more
individuals earn the same number of points, an additional point system based on the most number
of wins, 2nd, 3rd and 4th place finishes earned in Regional Challenge races will be used to determine the winner.

Racing Challenge award points are recorded under the owner’s name (in the case of a leased
horse, in the lessor’s name) as it appears in AQHA records at the entry time of the Regional
final race in question. Owners and lessors are hereby put on notice that it is their obligation
to confirm that AQHA has processed and recorded ownership/lease information (especially,
but not limited to, requested changes to such information made near the entry time of a
Regional final race) prior to the entry time of the Regional final race in question. Combining
of points is not allowed. For example, points awarded to owner “John Doe” will not be combined with points awarded to “John and Jane Doe.” Additionally, points awarded to “John
Doe” will not be combined with points awarded to “John Doe Quarter Horse Farm.” However,
points awarded to “John Doe” will be combined with points awarded to “Doe, John,” as long
as their AQHA membership number is the same. Points are not awarded for trial races. Ownership will be tracked throughout the year by the Racing Challenge department and Racing
Council’s representative to the Racing Challenge program. All disputes are subject to AQHA
Racing Council review.
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dig in! hang on.

The

For nearly 70 years,
The American Quarter
Horse Journal has been the
trusted voice of the American
Quarter Horse. Whether
you’re breeding, buying or
racing the world’s fastest
athletes, rely on the Quarter
Racing Journal for racing
history and the most
current information
you need to stay
informed and make
the best choices.

The Journal is proud to support the efforts of the Bank of America
Racing Challenge. Look for daily coverage at www.aqha.com/racing.
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Call 800-291-7323
or order online at aqha.com/journal.

2019 CHALLENGE LEADERS

John Deere Champion Owner
Charles G. Stojan
2019 Challenge runners include:
- Clear To See
- Getit Hot
- Stripsteak
- True Copy

Nutrena Champion Breeder
Steve D. Burns DVM

2019 Challenge runners include:
- American Hat
- Edelman
- FM Cartel Rock
- Kool Odds
- Sassy Favorite
- Singles Cruise
- Stripsteak
- Summertime Hawk
- Walk It Man
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2019 CHALLENGE LEADERS

Wrangler Champion Trainer
Mark M. Hanson

2019 Challenge runners include:
- Brilliant Cut Cartel
- Candy Secret
- He Looks Royal
- Hocks Fast Wagon
- Kool Odds
- Mothers Favorite
- Rob That Wagon
- RTM Good Enough
- Sables Dashin
- Thrill Of The Cartel
- Wagonfullofdividends

Wrangler Champion Jockey
Ricardo Moreno Andrade
2019 Challenge runners include:
- Getit Hot
- Gone To Be Bright
- Light Footed
- Stripsteak
- True Copy
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There’s only one night of

BANK of AMERICA

CHALLENGE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
and all roads lead to it!

It’s a place where the best meet the best to
compete for $900,000 in purses, so make
sure you are a part of it! Qualify now for the
Bank of America Challenge Championships.

Map your route today!
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
REGIONAL RACES OR A CONDITION BOOK,
VISIT AQHA.COM/RACING.

OCTOBER 24, 2020

For any questions, comments, suggestions, forms, etc. concerning the Bank
of America Racing Challenge series, contact any of the following people:

Janet VanBebber, Chief Racing Officer
jvanbebber@aqha.org
Malynda Reed, Manager of Racing
mreed@aqha.org
Andrea Caudill, Editor – Q-Racing Journal
acaudill@aqha.org

Racing Challenge Hotline............................................ (877) 222-7223
Racing Challenge Fax................................................... (806) 349-6402
AQHA Phone Number.................................................. (806) 378-5085
P.O. Box 32892
Amarillo, TX 79120-6200
1600 Quarter Horse Dr.
Amarillo, TX 79104-3406

aqha.com/racing
Please visit us at our AQHA service booth at most major sales.
Look for us at Regional trials and finals races.

P.O. Box 200
Amarillo, Texas 79168
(806) 376-4811
P.O. Box 32892 aqha.com
Amarillo, TX 79120-6200
AQHA Customer Service: 806-376-4811
Challenge Hotline: 877-222-7223
aqha.com/racing
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