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Luck

Half

Alvaro Martinicorena stands in front of his AQHA
International Best Remuda-winning horses,
standing formar, or in a line to be caught.
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This Uruguayan ranch is the first
A≤HA International Best
Remuda Award winner.

F

By AQHA Media

for a little more than a quarter century, aqha has hon-

ored the contributions ranch horses have made to the heritage
of the American Quarter Horse by presenting the Zoetis
AQHA Best Remuda Award to a ranch for raising outstanding
ranch horses. This year, AQHA is also awarding the inaugural
AQHA International Best Remuda Award to recognize an
outstanding international ranch remuda composed of registered American Quarter Horses.
The inaugural winner is the Uruguayan ranch La Media
Suerte, which is owned by Alvaro Martinicorena.
On the rich land in Uruguay, La Media Suerte runs mostly
Hereford and Angus cattle and Merino sheep, as well as a
remuda of American Quarter Horses it has cultivated for
more than 30 years.
“The American Quarter Horse has long been recognized as
the ideal partner in ranching, within the United States and
worldwide,” says AQHA Chief International Officer Anna
Morrison. “It is a great honor to recognize the high-quality
ranch breeding programs raising working American Quarter
Horses outside of the United States for the first time with
their own award. It is fitting that the first recipient of the
AQHA International Best Remuda Award is Uruguay’s La
Media Suerte – a diversified ranching operation with generations of family history, as well as generations of quality
American Quarter Horse bloodlines.”

La Media Suerte
the ranch is located in salto, uruguay, in the northwest

portion of the South American country, and close to the border
with Argentina. The weather is warm year-round, with only a
handful of below-freezing temperatures each year, so the
ranch’s animals graze in lush pastures throughout their lives.
Alvaro is a fourth-generation rancher on the land.
The ranch’s name translates literally as “the half luck,” and
indicates a colonial measurement. When the country was
being colonized, the king and queen gave each settler a
“luck” of land of 2,000 hectares; so a 1,000-hectare half luck
is approximately 2,500 acres, which serves as the family’s
inside joke.
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The equine division of the ranch, Haras La Media Suerte, is just
part of a huge cattle, sheep and farming operation operated by
the Martinicorena family.

A N N A M OR R I SON

When Alvaro returned from college to join the family business, he
told his father, Martin, that he also
wanted to breed horses. His father
was unimpressed, telling him he
would give him a half luck in the
rear of the ranch so as to not bother
everyone else with his hobby. He
was also given the brand he uses on
his horses; the brand dates to 1893
and is the one Alvaro’s maternal
great-great-grandfather used on
his cattle.
The criollo horse is traditionally used for ranch work in
Uruguay, but while Alvaro was studying in the United States, he
traveled the country and came across American Quarter Horses.
“I thought, this is the horse we need to work our ranches:
beautiful, athletic, well-mannered and great-minded,” he says.
Uruguay – and its ranching heritage – is a natural fit for
the Quarter Horse. The country’s approximately 12 million
cattle to its approximately 3 million people give it the highest number of cattle per capita in the world. Uruguayans raise
their cattle on miles of grassland range, herded and managed
by horseback gauchos. The Uruguayan estancia tradition and
gaucho culture run deep.
“The gaucho is a philosophy of life,” Alvaro says. “They live
in the country, they live very peacefully, they take time for
everything. They take time to look at the sky, look at the
birds. They’re quiet, but passionate about what they do.
They’re passionate about their families and their work. They
are horseback, and it is very traditional in technique. The
only thing that has really been introduced is the cell phone.
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But everything else, they’re very
slow to get into.”
At La Media Suerte, the gaucho
remudas are divided by color. Each
gaucho has a horse for morning
and afternoon, and each week of
the month, the gauchos ride a different colored horse – bay, palomino, black/gray and sorrel. The
horses are raised on pasture, and
aren’t started until they are 3.
The horses used for showing in
competition in all events in Uruguay.
“Here, the same horse does everything,” Alvaro says.
“Here, you can see the horse show in hunter, then see it in
team penning, then reining. It’s the same horse for everything. Here, it’s a versatile horse.”
Alvaro imported his first American Quarter Horses in 1985
and became heavily involved with AQHA and its Urugayan
affiliate, Sociedad Criadores de Cuarto de Milla, which was
formally recognized by AQHA in 1982. Using his initials as
part of the registered name, Alvaro welcomed his first AQHAregistered homebred into the world: AM Lady Texas, by the
Two Eyed Jack-bred Donfederico TEX01IUY and out of
Madera Gill 22 by Aliso Quinton, a Pelican- and Driftwoodbred mare from the breeding program of Zoetis AQHA
Ranching Heritage Breeder Will Gill and Sons of California.
The first Uruguayan AQHA show was in 1987.
In 1989, AQHA had its first South American judges
seminar in Brazil, and Alvaro volunteered to translate for
AQHA judge Dr. Jim Heird, who is currently serving as the
AQHA president.

Uruguay is home to a proud
gaucho tradition.

at the ranch her whole life working. The stallions are the
same. I break the stallions to ride and use them working. If
they’re good, they continue. If not, they are gelded. I want to
produce a horse that is nice but also beautiful and can be used
to do whatever you want to do. I think a good ranch horse can
do anything – pleasure, trail, whatever you want to do –
because the mind is there. You want the horse to be a horse.
That’s my goal.”
Due to the expense and risks of importing a horse, Alvaro
in recent years has turned to importing frozen semen,
improving his herds with bloodlines of famous ranch stallions
Paddys Irish Whiskey, Sixes Pick and more.
“That’s a good way to improve, to get new bloodlines and
everything,” he says. “The cheapest way, in the end, because
you don’t have the risk of losing the animals, and expenses are
very cheap compared to quarantine and all the paperwork,
customs, health issues and everything.”

Giving Back

AQ H A FI LE PH OTO

alvaro has been very involved in both his local aqha

“The seminar was so well done, that an hour later, I decided to try taking the test,” Alvaro says. He was part of the first
set of AQHA judges from South America.
In 1987, he also joined a group of breeders traveling to
Texas and added significant mares to his band. The blood that
traveled to South America included legends Zippo Pat Bars,
Freckles Playboy, Doc’s Prescription, King P-234, Coosa and
Doc’s Solano, as well as horses from the breeding programs of
Hank Wiescamp and Howard Pitzer.
For more than 30 years, Alvaro has cultivated his bloodlines,
and worked to use his registered stock to upgrade the using
stock the ranch had in place. At the same time, he has built a
solid herd of pure Quarter Horses, all of which are registered,
blood-typed, branded and numbered with the Urugayan government, which strictly governs the breeding of all puro stock.
Many of those are also registered with AQHA.
Some of his horses include international AQHA high-point
winners AM Lyrica (Mercosur-Miracle Cure by Doc’s
Prescription), AM Barbary (Moons Star Bid-Bright Love by
Bright Passion), AM Stampede (AM Big Shot-Miracle Cure
by Doc’s Prescription) and AM Adrenaline (AM CrossfireAM Shes A Success by Anastasio Sucesor (TB)).
“My type of horse is a very typical ranch horse, a nice looking horse,” Alvaro says of his breeding philosophy. “I think
the horse is to be ridden, so I don’t have any mare or any stallion that is not broke to ride. The mares I use for my breeding
program are broke to ride and used at the ranch for working.
If she is good, then I add her as a broodmare. If not, she stays

affiliate and in international relations; he is an AQHA international director, a judge, a member of the AQHA International
Committee and is very involved with educational seminars in
South America.
“Our gauchos are very influenced by the Spanish methods
of breaking the horses,” Alvaro says. “Through AQHA, we
had a lot of clinics and seminars that helped change the basics
of starting a horse. So we had good experience through Dr.
Jim Heird to improve our way of breaking horses into a more
rational, a more American way of breaking horses.”
Alvaro travels internationally several times a year for business and to judge AQHA shows. Fluent in Spanish, English,
French, Italian and Portuguese, he often volunteers to translate for riding clinics and judging seminars.
“I have friends all over the world because of the horse,” he
says. “The horse is something that brings people closer.
“It is a great privilege to be a judge, and it is something
I’ve enjoyed from the very first,” Alvaro says. “It is always
great when you get to see different cultures and get to know
all the people around this passionate horse world. I always
enjoy it when horses and people are around.”
To qualify for the AQHA International Best Remuda
award, the ranch must be located outside of the United
States, and the AQHA member must breed registered
American Quarter Horses for ranch work.
“I couldn’t believe it,” Alvaro says of his reaction when he
was informed of winning the award. “I can’t find a word in
Spanish to explain my feelings. It is really an honor, and
something that people from overseas recognize my horses and
the work I’ve been doing for 30 years. I don’t know how to
explain it. But I’m on top of the moon since I’ve found out. I
can’t find the words to describe it. I am passionate about the
horse, and it’s very important, the recognition of your work.”
As the AQHA International Best Remuda winner, La Media
Suerte received a specially designed plaque during a reception
hosted by the Argentinian AQHA affiliate in Buenos Aires in
July. Alvaro was also recognized in November in Amarillo at
the Working Ranch Cowboys Association World Championship
Ranch Rodeo, and will be recognized a third time at the 2019
AQHA Convention in Fort Worth, Texas.
Past Zoetis AQHA Best Remuda winners can be seen at www.aqha.
com/ranching. To comment, write to acaudill@aqha.org.
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